
“Perseverance and spirit have done wonders in all ages. ” 
George Washington

250 years ago...
As summer gave way to autumn in 1775, the American colonies stood at the threshold of

revolution.  After years of opposing taxes and experiencing violent skirmishes, the

Continental Congress made one last effort to reconcile with England by passage of the Olive

Branch Petition in July. This was immediately followed by a Declaration of the Causes and

Necessities for Taking up Arms, a document outlining why the colonies had armed themselves

against Britain.  

On August 23 , King George III issued a proclamation rd

declaring the American colonies to be in a state of rebellion.

 And so, it begins...

August 2025 Newsletter

NYCHAPS is still looking for Homebrewers and Cherry Bouncers!

Contact Sam McKinney if you have brew to share   (717-576-5664)  

Contact Karen Nellis if you have Cherry Bounce to share    knellis@northernyorkhistorical.org

Read more about our event here!

Balderdash

Saturday, September 6th at 
Eichelberger Distillery

1 pm - 5 pm



August Regular Happenings
Saturdays at Dills Tavern

Sundays at Dills Tavern

Distillery Tours Every Saturday
Noon to 3 pm on the hour

$10

August 2nd - Tavern Tours 
10:00 am & 11:00 am

$5 adult / $10 immediate family

August 9th - Cooking Demo

August 16th - Children’s Activity
“Freshening the Tavern Beds”

Distillery Tours Every Sunday
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

on the hour
$10

Tavern Tours - Every Sunday
2:00 pm & 3:00 pm

$5 adult / $10 immediate family

Farmers Market - Every Staturday
8:00 am - noon

Spinning Demonstration
August 10th

during Tavern tours

August 9th - Dillsburg  Library
Storytime at the Market with Ms. Sue

10:00  - 11:00 am



August Special Events

If you love cars, motorcycles, and history, this is the event for you!

Join us in a fun filled day that includes live music, delicious food,

cars & motorcycles (past and present), games and history all in one

place. This is family friendly and free to the public.  

Wheels & Whiskey
Sunday, August 3  at Eichelberger Distilleryrd

10 am - 2 pm

NYCHAPS supports community partnerships and if you have

not experienced this fun event, please come join us!  It is an

opportunity to share information about the great things that

are happening at Dills Tavern. We typically set up an

information table / displays and provide some hands-on

activities for children.

 If you would like to be involved, please contact knellis@northernyorkhistorical.org

August 5th at Logan Park

 Wisdom & Whiskey Book Club 

This event is free and open to the public. You

are welcome to bring a snack to share and we

will have beverages for purchase.

6:30pm - 8:00 pm at the Eichelberger Distillery 
August 13th - Our book discussion will cover: 

Ch 11: On to Poughkeepsie

Ch 12: The New York Convention I

September 10th - Our discussion covers: 

Ch 13: The New York Convention II

Ch 14: Some Final Twists

National Night Out

There is no pre-registration for Wheels & Whiskey! Do not ever pay for NYCHAPS events through
a third party. We only accept payments through our own website. Beware of Scammers!

Read more about this event here!



Volunteer Spotlight:  
Raymond Mowery

 honor the Revolutionary War patriots who fought for and won our independence.
I have a long line of ancestors and relatives who have served in the US Armed
Forces, but I never served in the military. This is my way to give back and serve our
country–to honor our patriots and to teach the younger generations about our
country’s history and our patriots.

 I am a teacher by trade (I have been an English teacher for 22 years, the past 16
years in Greencastle-Antrim Middle School), so teaching kids comes natural to me.
Through Washingtonburg Chapter I have been involved in many activities and
events: grave-marking ceremonies for Revolutionary War patriots, cleaning
Revolutionary soldiers’ tombstones, events at local libraries for Constitution Week
and Veterans Day, Wreaths Across America, Cumberland County Naturalization
Ceremony, planting Liberty Trees, living history events at USAHEC, trips to George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate and historic Annapolis, Maryland, and our
annual colonial holiday dinner, which will be at Dills Tavern this December.

How I came to know NYCHAPS and Dills Tavern...
I actually grew up in Dillsburg and graduated from
Northern York High School in 1994. My first visit
to Dills Tavern was with the local Boy Scout troop
in the late 1980s. We heard a presentation on the
history of Dillsburg and the archeology work at
Dills Tavern. I joined NYCHAPS after visiting Dills
Tavern while searching for a new venue for our
chapter’s annual holiday dinner. By chance, I ran
into Clair (he was a middle school teacher when I
went through Northern Middle School), who gave
me a tour of the tavern and shared the projects
that NYCHAPS is working on. 

My living history experiences...
I joined Washingtonburg Chapter (Carlisle, PA) of the Sons
of the American Revolution (SAR ) in the spring of 2024
when I learned I had an ancestor who was a soldier in the
Cumberland County militia during the American Revolution.
His name was Barnabas Doyle of Doylesburg, PA, in present-
day Franklin County. My motivation to join SAR was to 



Volunteer Spotlight:  Raymond Mowery continued

My family life...
 I currently live in Shippensburg with my wife, Kristen, of 19 years and our three
children: twins Addison and Andrew will be 17 this fall and Alexander just turned 15
(He was born with a rare condition and has many special needs. If you see me pushing
a youngster in a wheelchair, stop to say hello. He loves meeting people.)
 

My favorite things about Dills Tavern...
I love Dills Tavern because there are not many places like it in our area–it is a local
treasure. Colonial Williamsburg is one of my favorite places, and Dills Tavern reminds
me of that. I love that Dills Tavern still uses candles and fireplaces. And to have a
bake oven, a smokehouse, a forge, and a wheelwright shop on the property is
priceless.

 I have just started to get involved with events at Dills Tavern. On July 3, I gave a

presentation at the NYCHAPS annual Independence Day picnic on the events of the

American Revolution from 1775. Most recently, I helped out at the NYCHAPS History

Camp with my presentation on Revolutionary War soldiers. I have many other ideas on

ways I can help NYCHAPS further our mission.



It takes a lot of water to run a distillery. Much of it needs to be hot. Before electric,
propane and steam, distillers used wood fires to heat water.  Hot water is necessary
even before the initial mashing process begins. We use boiling water and smoke to
sanitize or “sweeten” fermenting barrels. How did early distillers heat the copious
amounts of hot water necessary for whiskey production? Historical documents
mention copper boilers but with scarce detail.Were they cauldrons or cylindrical
tanks? Some early farm distilleries used their stills as boilers to heat water.  Obviously,
accurate portrayal of this aspect of 18  century distilling needed more research.th

The Impractical Distillers: Vol 1.7
“You’re In Hot Water!”

William Penn’s Pennsbury Manor provided
the first hint . The brewery constructed
there around 1700 had copper boilers
encased in masonry fireboxes. This
confirmed early use of copper to construct
boilers and how they were employed.
Additionally, Marc Meltonville, ” Royal
Food Historian”, British foodways expert
specializing in Elizabethan cooking, beer-
making and spirits production, responded
to Sam’s query with an early English drawing of a copper boiler in action. Marc also
consults with American distilleries focused on historical distilling practices.He
verified wood fired copper boilers were appropriate for our time period. Finally, a
19  century coppersmith manual had drawings of how to construct a copper boiler.
Confident we had accurate information; we designed the boilers to heat water for the
Eichelberger Distillery.

th

The coppersmith manual detailed the dimensions and

shape of the boilers. Each was 135 gallons. Meyers

Sheetmetal Division of Kampel Enterprises, Wellsville,

PA built them.They were installed on top of arched

fireboxes enclosed in brick masonry. The fireboxes are

fed through iron doors located on the stone exterior of

the distillery. One boiler is elevated about four feet to

allow boiling water to flow directly into a barrel. The

brick is covered with plaster in the German style.   



The Impractical Distillers:
Sam and Murray

The Impractical Distillers cont.

 Mondays: Closed

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays: By appointment only. Contact the office at 717-502-1440 

or admin@northernyorkhistorical.org to schedule.

Wednesdays: Open 3pm to 7pm. Drop in and "see what's happening" in the distillery. In a

relaxed and casual atmosphere, our Impractical Distillers are ready to share stories of our 

most recent endeavors - The trials, tribulations and triumphs.

Saturdays: Open 10am to 4pm. Tours begin on the hour at 12, 1, 2, and 3pm

Sundays: Tours begin on the hour at 1, 2 and 3pm 

Tours are available to walk-ins as space permits or you may order your dated & timed tour

tickets below. 

All Tours Cost - $10.00 

It takes about 3 hours, and lots of firewood to

heat up enough water for cleaning, sanitizing

and mashing in barrels. Wood-fired copper

boilers are cumbersome when compared to

modern gas or electric heating, but it is

historically accurate and provides us with all

the boiling water we need.  

The Eichelberger Distillery as part of

NYCHAPS preserves and promotes the

history and heritage of Northern York County

through hands-on experiences.  You can visit

us to see the boilers and many other details of

an early, small farm distillery during

scheduled tours, events or programs.

Come Visit!



John “Jack” Arthur Winieski
September 5, 1930 - July 9, 2025

Age 94

As an expert in “all things trees”, Jack also took

on reestablishing the orchard at Dills tavern in

honor of the late Betty and Bob Gayman.  He

was responsible for choosing, planting, and

nurturing the original heritage apple trees on

the Tavern site, grafting cider apple cultivars

into a heritage (1820s) small apple orchard,

thanks to the availability of material from the

Geneva, NY, Cornell University Repository.

Jack’s expertise has ensured the orchard

continues to thrive at Dills Tavern and it is

celebrated each year during January’s

Wassailing Ceremony.

In Remembrance 

Pictured L to R:  Mark Hagenbuch, Jack Winieski, & James Nellis
 

Wassailing group; ready to head to the orchard!
 

Jack ‘s interest in local history and preservation

lead him to  becoming a charter member of the

Northern York County Historical and

Preservation Society.  In the early 1990’s, he

served on the NYCHAPS Executive Board as

VP/President.  During that time, NYCHAPS

received the Maple Shade Barn as a gift from

John and Mary Rerick.  Jack oversaw

restoration of the barn.The transfer of Maple Shade Barn to NYCHAPS
Pictured L to R:  John and Mary Rerick with Jack Winieski

 

Clean Up Crew at Maple Shade Barn 1993
Pictured L to R:  Jack Winieski and Greg Wonders

 

Jack will be missed by everyone who knew him

and we of NYCHAPS, will have his efforts on

behalf of Dills Tavern to always remember him

by.  

Jack is a wonderful example of an

extraordinary life well lived. A story of his life

was featured in the PA Conservation Heritage

Project (January 2025). The article may be

found here and it is well worth reading.



Education in Action
History Camp Highlights

Our History Camp "village" of Volunteers

Group Leaders:

Becky Gentzler

Carol Hugar

Deb Gilmore

Robin Conley

Demonstrators:

Viki Wonders - Fraktur art

Karen Phillippi - wooden stool

painting

Linda Zeiders -  sausage potato

soup

Erica Hill - hearth baking

Karen Nellis - laundry

Greg Weaver - candle dipping

Cindy Knisley - spinning wool

Christine Ecker - pottery

Ty Zimmerman - blacksmith

Raymond Mowery - soldiering

Demonstrators / Assistants:

Wooden  Stool Making

Bud Cobb

Clair Zeiders

Colonial Clothing

Char Knudsen

Sherry Morgan

 Tin Cookie Cutters

Don Peroni

Jim McClay

Jim Hugar

Leather Pouch

Gary Reneker

James Nellis

Multi Assistance:

Cindy Diodato

Grace Siquenza

Clair Zeiders

Greg Wonders

High School:

Sarah Tarka

Our week long History Camp at Dills Tavern (July 14-18) reflected another year's

success in fulfilling NYCHAPS commitment towards education.  As in all our events,

the Dills Tavern property along with our volunteers created a potent setting

conducive for learning. The 16 students who attended History Camp gained

knowledge about early American life through presentations, demonstrations, and

hands-on experiences. At the end of camp, 58 people enjoyed refreshments made by

the campers and, the children shared information with the guests about their

projects. We give heartfelt thanks to all our volunteers for sharing their time,

interests, and talents with us during the week of camp. 

Karen Nellis & Viki Wonders - History Camp Coordinators



Education in Action

Session 2 of our Women & Whiskey Program focused on the history of the Temperance

Movement: it’s origin,  and it’s growth into a national fervor with shenanigans along the way!

Our 20 delightful guests, joined in the fun by wearing derby hats and learning the history of

mint juleps. This was followed by delicious refreshments, socializing, and door prizes.  There

will be one more session of this program for the year.  To be announced... 

Women & Whiskey #2
Highlights



The Maple Shade Barn Quilters are already hard at work on

creating a quilt that celebrates America’s 250  birthday! A clue

was given in the June/July newsletter regarding what the quilt

pattern will be.  In the meantime, here are a few pictures to

convey the progress being made. 

th

Community Interests

www.northernyorkhistorical.org
admin@northernyorkhistorical.org

Maple Shade Barn Office   717-502-1440
 35 Greenbriar Lane  Dillsburg, PA 17019

Office Hours: Tues-Fri   11am - 3pm      

The 2026 special Semiquincentennial Quilt
project has begun!

NYCHAPS will be...
freshening quilts & stuffing mattresses!

Saturday, August 16th  at Dills Tavern
10 am - noon

Dry Care Method

using straw

Bring the kids to let them help remove old straw

and re-stuff with fresh. They will appreciate their

own beds even more afterwards!

Volunteer to lend a hand, learn a new skill, or simply 
watch how it was done.  Everyone welcome! 


