
April is a month of transition in the cycle of NYCHAPS events and programs. It is a time for

endings such as First Friday in April and Speaker Series in May. But happily, it is also the time

to restart favorites as in Celtic Fest, Publick Tyme, History Camp, and all the amazing things

that happen during the Farmers Market season.  

As an organization, we are so appreciative of having a historic property to share with the

community.  We also want to be responsible stewards; ensuring the buildings and grounds are

well maintained for preservation as well as safety. This really does require many hands.

In terms of plans and projects,  think about becoming more involved with NYCHAPS as a

volunteer. There are familiar tasks that are part of home ownership that are relevant at the

Dills Tavern property too. We welcome assistance with mowing, trimming, weeding, and even,

clearing walnuts from the grounds!  Let us know if you’d be willing to lend a hand.

Fill out a volunteer form here.

NYCHAPS History Camp
July 14th - 18th

April 2025 Newsletter
“Spring is the time of plans and projects.” — Leo Tolstoy

Registration for our 2025 History Camp will begin on:

 April 1st for members.  

April 15th - Public registration 

Live and play like children of America in the late 18th century! Students will experience a

taste of colonial life at Dills Tavern and Plantation with the NYCHAPS' History Camp. This

one-week camp is open to students entering grades 4-6. Students will have the opportunity

to participate in hands-on activities led by our experienced volunteers. Activities will include:

games, fiber arts, metal working, wood working, candle making, colonial clothing, food

preparation, and more! Enrollment information and registration here!



April Events

 Plan on spending a candle-lit evening at Dills Tavern

with great live music, snacks, amazing company and

tastings. BYOB (legally  procured in PA) is allowed.

For our last FF event of the 2024-2025 season, we will

be enjoying the music of Stone House Breakdown.

This event is exclusive to the 21+ crowd and advanced ticket sales are not available. 

Simply pay at the door when you arrive - $10 for members and $15 for nonmembers.

This evening’s tasting program:
Revolutionary Libations

 Tavern Keeper,  Murray Small, will serve up tastings as

you learn about the famous ride of Paul Revere at the

Eichelberger Distillery for an additional $10.  Sign up

for this tasting  on-line or at the door.

 April 4th; 7pm-10pm
Theme: Paul Revere’s Ride & 

The Shot Heard Round the World

The tasting includes a
complimentary Kenzie Dram Glass

with the Eichelberger Distillery logo.
Reserve a spot here!  

As one of our favorite performing groups, Stone House Breakdown  revives and celebrates

Appalachian music. They perform original songs in the traditional bluegrass style, old timey

standards, bluegrass gospel, and contemporary Americana folk. Driven by Scruggs-style banjo

picking, their full and distinctive sound and organic style is reminiscent of the classic bluegrass

greats like The Stanley Brothers. They take inspiration from Doc Watson, Jim & Jesse, and the

Osborne Brothers as well as 1960!s country, modern bluegrass, and folk.



2025 Dills Celtic Festival

 April Events (cont.)

 Celtic musicians, dancers, artisans, crafters, vendors of

traditional Celtic foods and beverages, and so much

more will be a part of the festival. This will be a

celebratory event of the Celtic history and heritage of

Read more about it on our website by clicking here!

 what is now Northern York County for the entire family! Pets are not permitted except for

service animals. Admission fee: $15/day or $25/weekend.

 April 11th & April 12th
at Dills Tavern

The third session of our book discussion will cover: 

Chapter 3: A War of Printed Words 

Chapter 4: The Pennsylvania Ratifying Convention

 Wisdom & Whiskey Book Club 
Wednesday, April 9th; 6:30-8 pm

at the Eichelberger Distillery 

This event is free and open to the public. You are welcome to bring a snack to share and we

will have beverages for purchase: cocktail of the evening and coffee with spirits $5; coffee,

tea, and water $1.

 Jeffrey E. Finegan Sr.
"I Knew George Washington."

Thursday, April 17th; 6:30-8 pm
at Maple Shade Barn 

A collector of George Washington manuscripts as well as other

important early American documents, Jeff has gained a reputation as a

noted speaker on the topic of the nation’s first president through his

 “I Knew George Washington" book series. His series covers the life of Washington and is told

by historic figures who knew him well. 

Read more about it on our website by clicking here!



Paul Revere's Ride

On the night of April 18, 1775, Paul Revere, a

silversmith and patriot in the American colonies,

embarked on a perilous journey that would

become legendary. Forewarned by patriot Dr.

Joseph Warren, Revere set out to alert colonial

militia of the approaching British forces, who

intended to seize colonial arms and arrest key

revolutionary leaders (Adams and Hancock) in

Lexington and Concord.   Along with Paul Revere,

additional riders were needed to spread the alert: 

250 years ago...
Paul Revere’s Ride and The Shot Heard Round the World

A Turning Point in American History
April 18 & 19, 1775

 The Shot Heard Round the World

The morning of April 19, 1775, marked the dawn of a new era with

a skirmish on the Lexington Green. As British troops faced off

against a small contingent of colonial militia, a single shot rang out

—its origin remains unknown. This "shot heard round the world"

signaled the beginning of the American Revolutionary War. The

battle quickly escalated as the British continued their march to 

The events of Paul Revere's ride and the first shots at Lexington and Concord

galvanized the American colonies. These moments symbolized the colonists'

determination to fight for their independence and marked the irreversible journey

towards the formation of a new nation.  Sources linked below.

Samuel Prescott, Israel Bissell, 

  American Battlefield Trust  /  Paul Revere House  / National Constitution Center

 Concord, where they were met with fierce resistance from an ever-growing militia

force. The British suffered significant casualties and were forced to retreat to Boston,

harried by colonial fighters along the way.

and William Dawes.  They mobilized the local militias and set the stage for the

impending conflict. Over the coming months, many riders would continue to warn

colonists of the approach of British troups, one of which was 16 year old Sybil

Ludington.



Publick Tyme at Dills Tavern takes place in conjunction

with the Dillsburg Pickle Fest. Interact with living

history  reenactors covering Colonial America all the

way up to the modern era throughout the property.

Read more about it on our website by clicking here!

The fourth session of our book discussion will cover: 

Ch 5: "We the People" of Connecticut and Massachusetts

Ch 6:  The Massachusetts Ratifying Convention

 Wisdom & Whiskey Book Club 
Wednesday, May 14th; 6:30-8 pm

at the Eichelberger Distillery 

 More details on our website here!

This event is free and open to the public. You are welcome to bring a snack to share and we

will have beverages for purchase: cocktail of the evening and coffee with spirits $5; coffee,

tea, and water $1.

Sarah Schwarz
"Patriotism and the DAR"

Thursday, May 15th; 6:30-8 pm
at Maple Shade Barn 

Looking ahead to May
 Publick Tyme

   May 10th; 8am - 3 pm  at Dills Tavern

Sarah has membership with the Daughters of the

American Revolution (DAR) and Children of the

American Revolution. The DAR’s mission focuses

Read more about it on our website by clicking here!

on a love of patriotism, education, and historic perservation - all of which are Sarah's

passions.They promote educational initiatives and the understanding of American history as

they feel a well educated citizen is essential for a strong nation. They also foster the spirit of

patriotism through activities like commemorative events and supporting veterans etc.   



Additional Happenings on 
Market Saturdays

more info to come...

Looking ahead to May (cont.)

Looking forward to fresh local produce, baked goods, and

meats? Then you will want to experience the 16th season of

the Dillsburg Farmer’s Market at Dills Tavern!  

Dillsburg Farmers Market 
returns to Dills Tavern!

Saturdays: 8:00 - noon
  May 3rd - November 22nd 

 More details on the farmers market here!

Miss Sue -  Dillsburg Public Library
Monthly Storytime at the Market 

1st Saturday
 Tavern  Tours

Distillery Tours
 Every Saturday

2nd Saturday
Cooking Demonstrations

3rd Saturday 
Children’s Activity



Greg Wonders; Archivist ~ April 2025 

From the Archives
Historic Photograph Donated to NYCHAPS

The third in the series of early photos recently donated to the historical society. 

This view was taken looking south from the center of S. Baltimore Street at York St.

and depicts the brick building, which at the time was the location of the Dillsburg

National Bank before it moved to the square. Later it was the jewelry store of Noah

Bailey and then S. N. Bailey. Long-time residents will remember it as Harlacher’s

Jewelry Store. It is another early building with Flemish Bond brickwork.

Compare the views below for a then and now comparison. Reprints of these historic

photos are available in the Dills Tavern Gift Shop.



That buddy was Dr Jay Helsel, mentor,
professor, and former chairman of the
Industrial Arts program at California
University of Pennsylvania. A few weeks later,
Don said “Get some copper”! Jay is excited
about this project”! Fortunately, NYCHAPS
had an original 50 gallon copper still built in
Philadelphia by the Heiss and Justice Company
around 1811. 

Idea... We should try to build an 18  century still!  During countless evening
discussions in front of the fireplace in the Wheel Wright Shop,  that concept was
bantered about.  Abstract, impractical ideas have a way of coming to life at NYCHAPS’
Dills Tavern. Don Peroni, former shop teacher, rifle builder, restorer of early brass era
cars and metal worker… with a metal shop in his home … said “let me talk to my buddy”. 

th

The Impractical Distillers: Vol 1.4
The Creation of Catherine.

 The master metal worker and his mentor
created the head on a lathe and prepared to
attach the lyne arm. With Don as supervisor,
Murray, Sam and former Harley Davidson
welder, George Platts assembled the still
body. The tedious task of placing the
plethora of rivets was completed and each
seam was soldered with silver solder. 

The lengthy process took many months of
evening sessions in Don’s metal shop. The
finished product was spectacular. She was
nicknamed “Li’l Sister”. We were proud of
her; included her in our presentations and
displayed her at events and programs.
However, it would be several more years
until she was put into service in a distillery. 

After calculations and drawings, plywood forms were constructed to shape the copper sheets

that would form the 10-gallon scale model of the original H&J still.  Don and Jay shaped the

copper segments on an English Wheel making sure each fit with precision. Other volunteers

were brought in for “mundane, menial tasks” like annealing copper and hammering segments

on shot bags. Local welder, Stan Fleming assembled the segments into two units. 



Years of fund-raising, administrative tasks, government

bureaucracy, disappointments, and setbacks finally came to

fruition.  Li’l Sister was installed as the spirits still in the

Eichelberger Distillery. Her name was changed to Catherine

in memory of the young Eichelberger daughter who

drowned in 1810. But would she work? 

We had hints that Catherine was an awesome little still as

we “boiled water” in her while waiting for final approval of

the distillery. Our hopes were exceeded when the first

distillate dripped from the copper tube exiting the

condenser. Catherine is a special girl. She is very predictable.

After the fire is built under her she heats up quickly and at 

The Impractical Distillers: Sam and Murray

The Impractical Distillers cont.

The Eichelberger Distillery at Dills Tavern is open for tours on

the schedule below.

 Current Distillery Tour Hours

Tours will be available:

  Mondays thru Fridays by appointment only. This may be arranged by contacting the

office at 717-502-1440.

Wednesdays: distillery is open 3p to 7p

Saturdays: tours begin on the hour from noon to 3pm

Sundays: tours begin on the hour from 1pm to 3pm 

Please Note: Sat/Sun tours may arranged on-line and are available to walk-ins only as space

permits.  Online tickets are available by clicking here until Fridays at 3pm (a small surcharge

is added per ticket)

Cost - $10.00 

180 degrees starts to run. Crafting our own stills is just one of the many aspects that make us

and our story unique. You can visit Catherine and our larger stripping still Mary (her story

coming next month) to experience how small farm distilleries operated during the 18th century

at the historic Eichelberger Distillery at Dills Tavern.



Community Interests

www.northernyorkhistorical.org

admin@northernyorkhistorical.org

Maple Shade Barn Office   717-502-1440

 35 Greenbriar Lane  Dillsburg, PA 17019

Office Hours: Tues-Fri   11am - 3pm      

Students of all grades will be allowed to enter their work and all mediums will be accepted.

Throughout this past school year, HAHA students have participated in woodworking,

leatherworking, and quilting classes as well as attended virtual art classes. They are also able

to submit artwork done in an outside-of-HAHA class or even artwork done on their own.

Submissions may include photography, drawing, painting, sculpture, nature art, dioramas, and

Lego/K’nex creations. You are sure to be delighted by the imagination and creativity of the

students. There will also be slips of paper available for you to write down your thoughts

and encouragement for the artists.

A donation box will be at the greeter table to cover the cost of the venue rental.

The Harrisburg Area Homeschoolers Association (affectionately known as HAHA) will be

showcasing the various artistic talents of their students at Maple Shade Barn!

Admission is FREE and all are welcome! You are even encouraged to invite your neighbors  and

strangers off the street - to join you for this event! Come support these young artists, enjoy

some snacks, and marvel at the talent.

Artists’ Rules:
1. The student’s family must be a HAHA member

2. The artwork must have been created during the 2024-2025 school year

3. Up to 3 entries may be submitted per student

4. Artwork must be family friendly

Save the Date!
Thursday, May 8th

  Maple Shade Barn: 7p-9p


